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STANDALONE MULTIPLE-CHOICE QUESTIONS
E08.D.1.1.1

40. Read the paragraph.

(1) James Buchanan, born in Pennsylvania in 1791, served as the 15th President of

the United States. (2) He attended Old Stone Academy before attending Dickinson
College. (3) After graduating from Dickinson Coliege, Buchanan studied law in Lancaster,
Pennsylvania. (4) Soon after, he volunteered to serve in the War of 1812,

Which group of words functions as an adjective?

’ A. bornin Pennsylvania in 1791 in sentence 1

# B. attending Dickinson College in sentence 2

dc graduating from Dickinson College in sentence 3

4 D. to serve in the War of 1812 in sentence 4
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E08.D.1.1.1

41. In which sentence does the underlined group of words function as an adjective?

@ A. The student wrote a fascinating story about running her first race.

€ B, The teacher informed the class about a proiect using graphs to show data.

éC. Recording the fish population was the first task of the research study.

#D. By attaching a small part to the engine, the mechanic finished the repairs.
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E08.D.1.1.2

42. Read the sentence.
My favorite book had already been taken out of the library.

- Without changing the meaning of the sentence, what is the best way to revise the sentence
using active voice?

‘. A. Someone will be taking my favorite book out of the library.
' B. Someone had already taken my favorite book out of the library.

€C. My favorite book was already taken out of the library by someone.

éo. My favorite book will have been taken out of the library by someone.
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43. Read the paragraph.

(1) I always read the front section of the newspaper first, especially on Sundays.

{2) Although | find it tempting to read the sports page or the comics first, | purposely do
not do so. (3) My current events teacher taught us that it is critical for an eighth-grader

to be aware of the wide variety of things that are happening in our own area, around

the United States, and throughout the world. (4) We were told by her that if we read the
front page of the paper every day, we would never be ignorant about what was going on

around us.

Which sentence contains an unnecessary shift in the voice of the verb?

Lo

#c.
ocC.
*p.

sentence 1
sentence 2

sentence 3

sentence 4
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44, Read the paragraph.

Last month, residents of our small town waited eagerly to find out who would be elected
the next mayor. Having cast their ballots, the current mayor was declared the winner of
the election. She won despite the predictions that her opponent would prevail. Soon after
the election, many of her supporters planned a victory celebration to take place in our
town’s small park.

Which underlined group of words is misplaced?

e
L 4:)
éC.
Lo}

of our small town
Having cast their baliots

that her opponent would prevail

in our town’s small park
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E08.D.1.1.5

45. Read the paragraph.

(1) Recently in science class, our teacher demonstrated an interesting phenomenon
related to light. (2) We were studying ultravioiet light, and she wanted us to observe the
effects of this type of light on some classroom objects. (3) She put ink from a highlighter
pen in a bowl, turned off the classroom lights, and turned on a black light, which
produces ultravioiet light. (4) Glowing in the bowl, we were amazed at how the ink from
the highlighter pen was clearly visible.

Which sentence should be revised to correct a misplaced modifier?

LN
éB.

sentence 1
sentence 2

senience 3

senience 4
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46. Read the paragraph.

The bee hummingbird would be an amazing creature at any size; however, it will always
be known for its size, which was quite small. If you were to place a bee hummingbird on

one side of a scale and a paper clip on the other, the paper clip would weigh more than
the hummingbird.

Which underlined word or words should be changed to correct the inappropriate shift in verb

tense?
#. would be
#8. was
®C. were
#O. would weigh
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47. Read the paragraph.

(1) Rainbow trout live in fresh water throughout much of the United States. (2) What many
people do not realize is that the species of fish known as rainbow trout are actually a
type of salmon. (3) The steelhead salmon ordinarily swims into the ocean, returning to the

lake or stream of its birth to spawn. (4) The steeiheads that stay in fresh water and do not
leave are called rainbow trout.

Which sentence in the paragraph contains an error in subject-verb agreement?

@p
(4=3
éC.
®D.

sentence 1
sentence 2

sentence 3

sentence 4
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48. Read the sentences.

Which is a correct way to write the underlined part of the sentence to indicate a break?
L 78
#B.

“This afternoon our class will be hosting a guest speaker who is an art historian for the
local art museum,” the teacher told her students. “She will present to us | am sure you

will appreciate it the art of Vincent van Gogh.”

to us | am sure you will appreciate it, the art of Vincent
to us, | am sure you will appreciate it the art of Vincent
to us. | am sure you will appreciate it. The art of Vincent

to us—1 am sure you will appreciate it—the art of Vincent
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49, Read the sentences.

(1) In a letter to a friend, John wrote, “The meeting will start at 7:00 Saturday morning.
(2) This means that you and | will have to arrive around 6:45 if we want | am forgetting
that we do not have to attend the first part of the meeting. (3) Let’s arrange to arrive at
Tite’

Where might the writer insert ellipsis points to show a sudden break in thought?
®A.  After 7:00 in sentence 1
#B. After 6:45 in sentence 2

® . After want in sentence 2

'D. After arrive in sentence 3
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50. Read the sentence.

The class president announced in her speech that she is requesting healthier options in
the lunchroom.

Which is the correct way to rewrite the sentence as a quotation with the underlined words
removed?

&7 “The class president; is requesting healthier options in the lunchroom.”
#B. 'The class president, is requesting healthier options in the lunchroom.”

®C. “The class president—is requesting heaithier options in the lunchroom.”

'D. “The class president . . . is requesting healthier options in the lunchroom.”
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51. Read the paragraph.

(1) Developing healthy exercise habits at an early age, is important. (2) Even a half hour,
or 30 minutes of walking each day will help boost your overall health. (3) Getting enough
exercise, as most experts say, makes your heart stronger. (4) There are other benefits to

PSSA ENGLISH LANGUAGE ARTS

daily exercise, such as, helping you sleep better at night.

Which sentence is punctuated correctly?

oA,
#B.
{0
(403

senience 1
sentence 2

sentence 3

sentence 4
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E08.D.1.2.4

52. Read the paragraph.

(1) The Liberty Bell, a symbol of freedom is famous for its long history and its signature
crack. (2) It was originally cast in 1752, and at some point before 1846, it developed a
crack. (3) There are several stories that explain how the crack occurred, but the truth is
uncertain. (4) The bell now hangs in the Liberty Bell Center in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania.

Which revision would correct the mistake in punctuation?

oA
.
éC.
D

Add a comma after freedom in sentence 1.
Add a comma after point in sentence 2.

Add an em dash after stories in sentence 3.

Add an em dash after hangs in sentence 4.
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53. Read the paragraph.

{1) Many peopie love calico cats for their patches of white, orange, and black fur. {2) It
may be surprising to find out that the word calico refers to the color pattern, not to the
breed, size, or personality of the cat. (3) Almost any breed of cat—including the American
shorthair the American wirehair, and the Japanese bobtail—can have the calico color
pattern. (4} It is interesting that calico cats are considered a sign of good luck, are viewed
as peaceful, and are nearly always female.

Which sentence needs a comma?
®,. sentence 1

®3. sentence 2
#C. sentence 3

'D. sentence 4
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54. Read the paragraph.

(1) Bill Jones and Michael Adams were the two best actors our school ever had. (2)
They alternated having the leading roles in every production for their three years here at
Eisenhower Junior High. (3) Had they both gone on to the same high school, they would
had continued to shine on the stage together for four more years. (4) However, as luck
would have it, Bill went to East High and Michael went to West. (5) They have remained
close friends, though, and are planning to attend the same college in a few years.

Which sentence in the paragraph contains an error in verb usage?

7N
L 42}

#C.
#D.

sentence 2
sentence 3

sentence 4

sentence 5
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55. Read the paragraph.

(1) Bernie Miller has been my good friend since kindergarten. (2) Last year, he won our
school's most respected honor, the scholar-athlete award. (3) As its name suggests, that

honor is given to the student who excels in both academics and athletics. (4) Bernie
was the most valuable player in three sporis: cross-couniry, basketball, and soccer.

(5) Academically, in the classroom, he will graduate with a straight-A average in all of his

subjects. (6) Besides all that, Bernie is a great guy, and I’'m proud that he is my friend.

Which sentence contains redundant information that should be removed?

L/
3,
oc.
- #D.

sentence 2
sentence 3

sentence 5

sentence 6
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56. Read the paragraph.

(1) The magnolia is an ancient flowering plant species. (2) It was named after the French
plant scientist Pierre Magnol. (3} The pollen produced by the fiower attracts beetles in
search of food. (4) Thus, the innermost part of the magnolia flower is tough, a trait that
prevents damage by beetles.

Which revision that combines sentences 1 and 2 into one sentence most improves the style
of the paragraph?

#). The magnolia was named after the French plant scientist Pierre Magnol and is an ancient
flowering plant species.

#3. |t was named after the French plant scientist Pierre Magnol, and the magnolia is an
ancient flowering plant species.

® C. The magnolia, named after the French plant scientist Pierre Magnol, is an ancient
flowering plant species.

®D. The French plant scientist Pierre Magnol was the man for whom the magnolia, an ancient
flowering plant species, was named.
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57. Read the paragraph.

(1) Visitors agree that Greencastle, Pennsylvania, is the ideal location to take a walking
tour. (2) In the town square, you get to set eyes on a really neat town clock that was built
in 1872. (3) Another historic site to experience is a drugstore that has been in business

for more than 150 years. (4) Interestingly, this drugstore was the site of Greencastle’s first
telephone.

Which sentence should be revised to maintain consistency of style?

en
L]z}

eC.
L {5}
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58. Read the paragraph.

(1) A group of students at our school is interested in forming a music club. (2) The group
would meet once a month to discuss and listen to music of different genres. (3) Many
schools in our area have formed this type of club, and the club meetings are weli
attended. (4) The eighth-grade teachers including Ms. Foy support the idea.

Choose the correct way to punctuate sentence 4 to most effectively emphasize the
underlined phrase.

LY
s

The eighth-grade teachers (including Ms. Foy) support the idea.
The eighth-grade teachers —including Ms. Foy—support the idea.
#C. The eighth-grade teachers, including Ms. Foy, support the idea.

The eighth-grade teachers, “including Ms. Foy,” support the idea.
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